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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Mukilteo Lighthouse Park is located on Elliot Point in the Puget Sound. The site is comprised of the former
Mukilteo State Park, the former U.S. Coast Guard Light Station property, and adjacent Front Street right-of-way,
totaling 14.4 acres. The planned transfer of the State Park to the City of Mukilteo was the impetus for a
conceptual planning study completed in January 2001. Prior to making physical improvements to the Park, the
City was required by code to complete a full master plan, documented in this report. Design options for the park
arose from and are intended to coordinate with previous studies and plans for other parts of the Mukilteo
Waterfront, including the Mukilteo Multi-modal Terminal & Access Study (March 1995) and the Mukilteo
Landing Conceptual Development Plan (1999).

Among the objectives of the City, was an interest in improved pedestrian connections between the park and the
business districts to the southeast and east, highlighting the lighthouse complex and integrating it with the rest of
the park, providing a venue for city sponsored events and festivals, and improving access to and facilities along
the waterfront.

This master planning effort began with a study of four alternative park concepts, which suggested a range of
approaches for improvements to the park. These plans were presented to the public, the Parks and Arts
Commission and the City Council in the Summer and Fall of 2002. Based on public surveys that were
conducted, the Parks and Arts Commission made recommendations to the City Council on a preferred park
alternative. Two preliminary plans were then generated based on the comments received. The consultant team
worked with staff, the Parks and Arts Commission and the City Council to meld these alternatives into one
preferred plan. This final plan includes options for additional elements and expansion of the park, including the
redevelopment of an adjacent commercial property, the addition of a parking garage, a new park building in the
lighthouse area, and an additional turn around at the south end of the park. A final option addresses the
possibility that the boat launch in the park will not be relocated. The master plan also includes phasing
recommendations to address ongoing issues and potential budget constraints.

The preferred plan (Figure 1) includes a great central lawn with open views to the lighthouse and the Sound, a
pedestrian loop path system that connects with a planned pedestrian promenade along the waterfront to the east,
shoreline restoration, viewpoints, a pedestrian pier, streetscape improvements, new picnic, play and restroom
facilities, and more efficient and less intrusive vehicular circulation and parking. It is envisioned as a site for
festivals and community gatherings, for passive and informal active recreation, and environmental and historical
education. The following sections of this report describe in more detail the site’s existing conditions, planning
objectives and design recommendations. Included in the appendix are preliminary cost estimates for park
improvements, a summary of anticipated utilities, a critical areas inventory, a review of anticipated permits for
development, documentation of public comments and SEPA review comments, and a summary of preliminary
plan studies.
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Figure 1. Mukilteo Lighthouse Park Master Plan.
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EXISTING CONDITIONS

Mukilteo Lighthouse Park is accessed from Front Street and lies between SR 525 to the east and Puget Sound’s
Possession Sound to the west. The Burlington Northern & Santa Fe Railroad Line forms its south boundary.
The Losvar Condominiums occupy the waterfront just to the east of the lighthouse complex and a restaurant sits
just east of the entrance to the park on Front Street. When the lighthouse was originally constructed in 1906, it
sat on a spit of land bounded on the south by a large estuary. Washington State Parks filled the estuary to
develop it as a park with recreation facilities, including a boat launch, parking, a volleyball court, picnic tables
and restrooms. In addition, the State developed some of the land to serve as pay parking for Ferry commuters.
As a result of this combination of park, commuter and boat launch parking, 6.6 acres out of a total of 13.2 acres
is paved vehicle parking. Currently the main attractions at the site are the lighthouse complex, the shoreline and
the boat launch.

Mukilteo Lighthouse

The lighthouse complex consists of three buildings listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the
lighthouse and two crews quarters buildings. In addition, there is also a foghorn and three outbuildings. The
foghorn was added in the 1970’s to replace the original one. The lighthouse is fully functional and has been
automated since 1979, no longer requiring a resident keeper. One of the crews quarters buildings is currently
used for historical exhibits and as a gift shop. Tours of these buildings are arranged by the Mukilteo Historical
Society. The other buildings on the lighthouse property are used by the Society for interpretive displays, storage
and restrooms.

Boat Launch

The boat launch was located at this point mainly to take advantage of the salmon runs that pass along the
shoreline. It is considered one of the poorer sites along the Sound from which to launch due to conditions
(wave, current, winds) at the Point. The 1995 Mukilteo Multi-Modal Terminal & Access Study relocates the
boat launch east of the old terminal dock, which would provide a safer and preferable launching location.

Shoreline

Development along the shoreline consists of a paved pathway, turn around, parking, picnic tables and a
restroom. These facilities are located in close proximity to the beach within 25-50" from the edge of vegetation.
In addition, a stormwater outfall is located on the beach slightly south of the boat launch. The tidegate at this
outfall is in need of replacement.
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Aerial photograph of the site taken in 1947. Aerial photograph of the site taken in 2000.
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MASTER PLAN OBJECTIVES

Based on the previous conceptual master plan study, a number of objectives were outlined at the beginning of this
planning process. The overall vision was for a community focused waterfront park that would blend together and
unify the former State Park, the Mukilteo Light Station property, adjacent streets and pedestrian ways. In
addition, there was a desire to integrate this park with other City plans for the waterfront including the Mukilteo
Landing Development plan, which proposes redevelopment of the former USAF Fuel Depot (Tank Farm).

USAF Fuel Depot/Tank Farm

Current plans for the former USAF Fuel Depot include a new Washington State Ferry terminal, a Sound Transit
commuter rail platform, a marina, boat launch, waterfront promenade and mixed commercial uses. Design studies
assumed the boat launch, its associated parking and commuter parking could be eliminated from the Lighthouse
Park when the Mukilteo Landing Development Plan is implemented.

Parking & Circulation

There was a desire to improve overall site circulation, to minimize paved parking while retaining some view
parking near the shoreline, and to plan for green overflow parking. In terms of pedestrian facilities, there was
interest in a promenade along the beach, a looped pedestrian trail system with access to the south end of the park
and a connection to SR 525 via a staircase entry, promoting pedestrian movement between the park and
downtown.

Street Improvements
As part of the park master plan another objective was to make streetscape improvements along Front Street and
SR 525 that would enhance pedestrian access to the site.

Facilities

The community was interested in having the following facilities in the park: picnic areas with a shelter, fire pits,
seating, restrooms, a play area, volleyball court, and un-programmed open space for kite flying, pick-up games
and community festivals.

Future Options

There was a need to consider future alternatives to the master plan that would take into account the possible
acquisition of the neighboring commercial property, the possible need for a parking structure to serve the larger
community, and the possibility that the boat launch may not be relocated.

Aerial view of the Western Mukilteo Waterfront.
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